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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This application has been examined. 

2. Claims 1-24 are presented for examination. 

Drawings 

3. The Examiner contends that the drawings submitted on 07/02/2004 are 
acceptable for the examination proceedings. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

The language of the claims 1-8, 10-17, 19-20, & 22-23 raises a question as to whether 

the claim is directed merely to an abstract idea that is not tied to a technological art, 

environment or machine which would result in a practical application producing a 

concrete, useful, and tangible result to form the basis of statutory subject matter under 

35 U.S.C. 101. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
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only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Neilsen 
et al (U.S. Patent Number 6,639,687). 

5. In regards to claims 1, 10, 19, 20. 21, 22, 23, & 24, Neilsen states a method of 
reporting a progress of an executing process, comprising: 

generating a progress report in a progress reporting language, the progress 
reporting language indicating a process of one or more steps in the executing process 
(col. 1 lines 32 -36 & col. 10 line 67- col. 11 line 2) [preferred embodiments 
disclose a progress indicator generated on a computer display. 
Program logic in a computer system monitors the execution of a 
plurality of tasks and determines progress status information 
for each of the executing tasks.] & [The preferred logic of FIGS. 
7-14 may be implemented in an object oriented programming 
language such as JAVA.TM. , Smalltalk, and C++ .]; and 

providing the progress report to a user interface mechanism capable of 
interpreting the progress reporting language, the user interface mechanism adapted for 
generating a user interface indicating the progress of the one or more steps in the 
executing process (col. 1 lines 36-41) [The program logic may be used to 
select one of the executing tasks and display on a computer 
display a graphical representation of the progress status 
information of the selected executing task.]. 
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In addition to claims 10, 22, 23, & 24, Neilsen states ascertaining the progress of 
the steps in the executing process from the progress report (col. 1 lines 49-53) 

[ progress status information is determined by maintaining an 
object for each executing task , wherein each object includes 
status information. Program logic updates the status 
information in the objects]. The examiner Interprets that the claim states the 
steps in the executing process from the progress report reads on the prior art of an 
object for each performing task, which allows the progress status information to be 
determined. 

In addition to claims 21 & 24, Neilsen states a processor; and a memory, at least 
one of the processor and the memory being adapted for (col. 17 lines 8-12) [ a memory 
device storing data structures accessible to a first application 
program, wherein the data structures comprise an object 
associated with each task executing in a computer system, 
wherein each executing task comprises an executing thread]. The 
examiner interprets that memory is used for storing data structures for executing tasks 
of the executing threads, and also that having a processor is inherent because the 
progress report is being operated on a computer system display, which inherently driven 
by a CPU. 

6. In regards to claim 2 & 1 1 , Neilson states generating a step identifier identifying a 
step in the process and a step description associated with the step identifier, the step 
description being adapted for display by the user interface mechanism (col. 4 lines 24- 
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28) [figs . 4a, b illustrate different instances of the preferred 
progress indicator dialog box 40a, b that is capable of 
graphically illustrating and/or textually indicating the 
progress of one or more print jobs in the process of being 
submitted from the clients 4a, b, c to the printer manager 6.]. 

7. In regards to claim 3 & 12, Neilsen states the step is to be performed in the future 
(Figure 10 item 124 & col. 8 lines 10-15, Neilsen) [Control then transfers to 
block 124 which represents the thread 50a, b, c determining 
whether there are further blocks of print job data to transmit .]. 
The examiner interprets that the function of block 124 is to check if there are steps to be 
performed in the future by verifying further blocks of print jobs of data that need to be 
transmitted. 

8. In regards to claim 4, 9, 13, & 18, Neilsen discloses generating a progress report 
in a progress reporting language farther comprises: generating a begin indicator 
indicating that execution of a step in the process identified by the step identifier is 
beginning, and providing a completion indicator indicating that execution of the step 
identified by the step identifier has completed (col. 1 lines 41-43, Neilsen) [in further 
embodiments, the executing tasks have a discrete beginning and 
end. The progress status information indicates an amount of the 
task that has completed,] 

9. In regards to claim 5 & 14 as noted with respect to claim 2, Neilsen discloses 
wherein generating a progress report in a progress reporting language comprises: 
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generating a progress indicator indicating the progress of one of the steps in the 
executing process (Figure 11 & col. 8 lines 19-24, Neilsen) [fig. ii illustrates 
the logic of the callback routine 58 which the thread 50a, b, c 
calls to update information in the job entry object 54a, b, c 
for the thread 50a, b, c executing the callback routine 58. 
Control begins at block 130 which represents the client 4a, b, c 
executing]. The examiner interprets that the threads are used for indicating the 
progress of the steps in operation process. 

10. In regards to claims 6, 7, 15, & 16, Neilsen states wherein the progress indicator 
indicates a percentage of completion of the step of the executing process and the 
progress indicator comprises one or more values indicating the progress of the step of 
the executing process (col. 4 lines 34-37, Neilsen) [Dialog box 40a further 
indicates the number of the current file being sent next to the 
"Sending file" line and the percent of the current file that has 
been transmitted to the printer manager 6, e.g., 31% .]. The examiner 
interprets that a percentage is used to indicate the completion of the job, and 31% 
represents the progress indicator comprises of one or more values of the progress step 
of the executing task. 

11. In regards to claims 8.& 17, Neilsen generating a progress report in a progress 
reporting language further comprises: 

generating a progress indicator associated with the step identifier indicating the 
progress of a step identified by the step identifier (Figure 1 1 item 154 & col. 8 line 65- 
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col. 9 line 3, Neilsen) [Control then transfers to block 154 which 
represents the client 4a, b, c determining whether the progress 
indicator dialog box 40a, b is displaying the print job for the 
job entry 54a just updated . If so, control transfers to block 
156 to generate the display in the progress indicator 4Qa, b of 
the updated information]. The examiner interprets that block 154 is used for 
indicating the progress of the steps that are updated, and if the process is updated the 
next block creates a visual updated display of the each progress that is made. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to O'Neal R Mistry whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4052. The examiner can normally be reached on 9am - 6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W Cabeca can be reached on (571) 272-4048. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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